SECOND READING: Recent sacramental theology- Issued by the Second Vatican Council
“The Church itself is in the nature of a sacrament, a sign and instrument of communion with God and of unity among all men.”

Such an assertion sees the traditional sacraments less as gifts of grace mediated by the church to individual recipients and more as ritual structures in the life of the church, itself the first sacrament.

In such perspective baptism appears as the ritual process of initiation into the community.

Sacraments- effectual signs of grace, ritual acts which both express and bring about a spiritual reality…in the sacraments- spiritual gifts are communicated through tangible realities.
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