READING  Jan. 11
From Parker Palmer
The role community can play in our lives is to draw us out into the common life.

If the church could become such a community, a place where people confront the stranger in each other and in themselves, and still know they are members one of another-it would help people enter the public sphere.

But critics have long claimed that the typical congregation contains no strangeness, that it is a bland and homogeneous blend.

Deeper probes reveal that the congregations’ uniformity is only apparent, maintained for the sake of image.  Behind the façade of the typical white middle-class congregation there lurks considerable variety in taste, opinion, viewpoint, conviction, world view.  But that variety has been suppressed for a fiction, the illusion that the church must be a family, avoiding conflict at all costs.

It is a costly illusion.

