READING

From William Ellery Channing

Unitarian Christianity   1819

“The object of ministry is peculiarly important.  To the Christian minister are intrusted in a measure the dearest and most valuable interests of the human race.  He is called to watch over the morals of society, and to awaken and cultivate the principles of piety and virtue in the hearts of individuals. 

 He is set apart to dispense that religion which, as we believe , came from God , which was given to reform, exalt and console us, and on the reception of which the happiness of the future life depends…our interest in a minister is very peculiar…we want him to be our friend, our guide, an inmate in our families, to enter our houses in affliction; and to be able to give us light, admonition, and consolation, in suffering, sickness and the last hours of life.

From the Ministerial Fellowship Committee- Requirements for Fellowship

“All applicants must be college graduates or had an equivalent education; have completed a clinical pastoral education program and an internship, or the equivalent; have completed the required reading; have undergone an approved career assessment program; 

be able to demonstrate an understanding of and experience with UU congregational life based on at least two years active involvement, must have a strong motivation and good potential for ministry; must be sponsored by a member society and must have a balanced and healthy personality, a capacity for self-understanding, a concern for others, intellectual ability and ministerial leadership skills. 

 The committee will further require that the applicant be well informed on the history and development of Unitarianism and Universalism, familiar with the Bylaws of the UUA and fully committed to the purpose and objectives of the Association. 

 An applicant for the Ministry shall also have a Master of Divinity degree or its equivalent from a theological school approved by the committee, or have had equivalent educational experience.

