Resolution Endorsing the Washington Region Religious Campaign Against Torture by the Social Justice Committee of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Rockville  - Voted August 7, 2007

Whereas the principles of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of every person; justice, equity and compassion in human relations; the right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large; and the goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all; and

Whereas there has been an outcry against state-sponsored torture by world-renowned leaders and national denominational and faith group leaders, including UUA President Reverend William G. Sinkford; and

Whereas the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee affirms that freedom from torture is a fundamental human right recognized by the global community, and that any government-sponsored acts of torture under any circumstances are profoundly immoral, unjustified, and illegal; and

Whereas the 2007 UUA General Assembly passed a resolution demanding a stop to U.S.-sponsored torture and 2005 General Assembly passed a resolution demanding an end to U.S.-sponsored torture; and

Whereas the UUA, in an ongoing 4-year Congregational Study/Action Issue on peacemaking, is focusing on whether peoples and nations should reject any and all kinds of warfare and violence (torture being one of the most abhorrent forms of violence); and

Whereas the United Nations Committee Against Torture has called upon the United States to "take immediate measures to eradicate all forms of torture and ill-treatment of detainees by its military or civilian personnel, in any territory under the United States jurisdiction;" and

Whereas human rights organizations have documented more than 330 cases as of April 2006 in Iraq, Afghanistan and Guantanamo Bay in which U.S. military and civilian personnel are credibly alleged to have abused, tortured or killed detainees, and it is further documented that eight people in U.S. custody have been tortured to death; and

Whereas torture was legalized and habeas corpus legally denied in the Military Commissions Act [see "U.S. Legalizes Torture,"] passed by the U.S. Congress and signed by U.S. President Bush on October 17, 2006; and

Whereas three congregations and represetatives of 17 other congregations [click on “About Us”] in the Washington, D.C. region have endorsed the Washington Region Religious Campaign Against Torture, founded to unite people of faith in the D.C. area in demanding that the threat to democracy by this government's radical violation of the laws and moral norms of this country cease:

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Social Justice Committee of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Rockville 

Believes that the use of torture as a tool of foreign policy or for any other reason poses a grave threat to the United States and to the world

Agrees to unite with other faith-based bodies in a public stand against torture

Joins the Washington Region Religious Campaign Against Torture and will be listed on its website and brochure as an endorsing member calling for

     An end to all torture of prisoners regardless of place/country where it might take     place and regardless of the victim's nationality

     An end to secret renditions and closure of all secret prisons 

     An independent commission to investigate human rights abuses at U.S. installations, including Guantanamo, Abu Ghraib and Bagram Air Force Base.               

