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September 5, 10:00 a.m. 

The Legacy of Labor 

In this Labor Day service, Bill 

Hurlbut will reflect on the 

history of the U.S. labor 

movement and the UU values it 

represents. 

Religious Education lesson  – 

Peace and Contribution 

 

September 12, 10:00 a.m. 

Ingathering Water Ceremony 

Wells and Sacred Sources 

Come and celebrate the 

beginning of our new church 

year! This is an intergenerational 

service.  Bring the water you 

gathered and blend it in our large 

chalice bowl to symbolize our 

return to shared community.  

Deborah Kahn, our Director of 

Religious Education, will tell a 

story and Reverend Lynn 

Strauss will offer a homily.  The 

choir will sing. 

 

September 19, 10:00 a.m. 

Stones of Forgiveness 

During this time of Yom Kippur 

in the Jewish calendar, we will 

reflect on the need and power of 

forgiveness in our lives.  Who 

have you hurt?  Who has hurt 

you?  How have you failed to be 

your best self?  Who can offer 

forgiveness?  You are invited 

into these questions and more.  

Reverend Strauss will preach 

the sermon and lead us in our 

stones ritual. The choir will sing.   

 

Welcome to 2010-2011 Religious Education and 

the RE Theme for the Year: 

 

Building Creative, Transformative Religious 

Community with Compassion and Kindness 

 

Teacher & Helper Orientation &Training:   

Saturday, September 11, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

 The Basics Are Changing!    Led by Karen Whitesell 

 Classroom Management!   Led by Len Taylor 

 Compassionate Communication!  Led by members of the 

Religious Education Committee 

 Fun In The Classroom!  Led by Deborah Kahn & others 

 Team Meetings! 

 

Childcare will be provided. 

For more information, contact:  Karen Whitesell, Chair, 

Religious Education Committee, karenwhitesell@aol.com; or 

Deborah Kahn, Director of Religious Education, 

dkahn@uucr.org.     

mailto:amaschal@gmail.com?subject=For%20Quest:
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For the most current information on upcoming events, visit 

the UUCR church calendar online at www.uucr.org.  At the 

top of the home page, click on the tab labeled ―For 

Members.‖  Click on the link labeled ―Room Schedule 

Calendar‖ and you‘ll be taken to another  website where you 

can view the entire UUCR calendar of events. 

September 1, 2010 

 
DeLynneations 

 

Summer Reading 

 

I know that summer is just about over…but I wanted to 

recommend two books that have given me a lot to think about.   I 

love to read novels.  It is, after all, the lives of people that make 

up ministry and stories about people‘s lives are an abundant 

source of wisdom, whether fiction or non-fiction. 

John Irving‘s latest book,  Last Night in Twisted River, is a book 

within a book.  The story is compelling in both characters and 

plot.  There are, of course, bears.  Dogs also play a key role.  The 

setting is a logging town with its dangers and the strange people 

you meet there.  There are multiple love stories and, as always 

with Irving, a stress on the accidental.   What I loved most, as a 

bit of wisdom for life, was the revelation that the author couldn‘t 

begin writing a book until he knew what the final sentence would 

be.  What if you knew the final chapter of your life?  Would you 

make different choices? 

I also read Harper Lee‘s To Kill a Mockingbird.  This chronicle of 

childhood is a joy to read.  Lee‘s gift of description and insight 

into personality is without match. The lies built on racial 

prejudice and fear, which lead to two deaths, become the basis for 

understanding the people of this small Alabama town.  The 

children, Jem and Scout, grow up as they unravel the secrets of 

the townsfolk.  Their father, Atticus Finch, teaches with few 

words.  Thus, the import of this last chapter exchange with young 

Scout is profound.  Scouts says, ―an‘ they chased him ‗n never 

could catch him ‗cause they didn‘t know what he looked like, an‘ 

Atticus, when they finally saw him, why he hadn‘t done any of 

those things…Atticus, he was real nice.‖  Atticus replied, ―Most 

people are, Scout, when you finally see them.‖ 

  Hope you‘ve had a wonderful summer,   

  Lynn 
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LIFESPAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Wonderful Wednesday 
 

September 8, 2010 
 

7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
 

49th Annual UUA General Assembly 

 
 

UUCR delegates Nancy Blum, Stephanie Kreps, Judy Rayner, 

 Cynthia Thurston, and Dennis Wellnitz,  

along with staff members Reverend Lynn Strauss and Deborah Kahn, 

 attended the 2010 UUA General Assembly in Minneapolis.  

  

The subject of the Arizona immigration law, which would allow authorities to stop  

people on the street and require that they show proof of citizenship, dominated the    

assembly‘s emotions and business.   

We will discuss the actions of the assembly, our impressions, and, if time allows, replay 

short audio portions of speakers of interest. For example, Senator Al Franken gave a 

brief but touching and uplifting speech to the assembly on the last day.  Also, Cynthia 

Thurston and Stephanie Kreps will be on hand to summarize and answer questions 

about the program on the Rainbow Youth  Alliance they presented at                             

General Assembly. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

2nd Annual Habitat for Humanity Work Camp ð 

August 1-6, 2010 

by Karen Pittleman 

 

I think I speak for the entire group when I say 

we had another great week in Garrett County 

working with Habitat for Humanity (HFH).   

 

Our days were long and the work was plentiful, but we 

knew we were making a difference.  We arose by 6:00 a.m. 

each morning and headed to Hopeland Village, the Garrett 

County community being built by HFH volunteers.  This 

year we were one of three churches and we all gathered at 

the work site at 8:00 a.m. to receive instructions and words 

of wisdom for the day. There were three houses under 

construction and, over the course of the week, our group of 

11 adults and 9 teens completed a myriad of jobs – lots of 

landscaping, laying flooring, electrical work, hanging 

ceiling fans, painting, and making repairs.   

 

Our group was recognized and commended by the other 

groups for the fact that we arrived the first morning, found 

out what needed to be done and got to work. There was no 

grumbling; rather, a good deal of camaraderie was built 

around the sometimes backbreaking, but sorely-needed work 

of raking and leveling the yards on all three houses, 

spreading topsoil, carrying rocks, and spreading lime, seed 

and hay.   

 

As is the tradition with Garrett County HFH, we had the 

opportunity to meet one of the families moving into the first 

of the three houses scheduled for completion.  We were also 

able to reconnect with the families we met last year and who 

have been living for almost a year in the houses that we 

worked on last summer.  It was tremendously rewarding to 

meet the actual families whose lives are being impacted by 

the work we were doing.  A couple of nights our very 

hungry group had dinner at a local church, one night the 

HFH Board provided dinner, and, on our last night, we 

enjoyed a wonderful evening at the farm of former UUCR 

member Marilyn Moors.  

 

Mark your calendar – we plan to head back to Garrett 

County in 2011 (probably July 31-August 5). 

Thanks to UUCR for 
Supporting Manna 
by Chuck Fenimore 

In the month of August, UUCR 

members provided significant help 

to Manna, our county's main 

organization for food collection and 

distribution for the needy. Thanks to 

all of you who helped. 

The first event was a benefit concert 

on August 1 by our professional 

music staff, Jennifer Rodgers 

Beach and Justin Furnia. They 

presented a beautiful concert which 

raised $1,000 in donations for 

Manna. The event was organized by 

the Music Committee. 

During August, UUCR met our goal 

to collect 2,000 pounds of food for 

Manna. The entire congregation 

helped to make this our most 

successful year yet. Dolores Barnes, 

who has led our efforts for the last 

two years, deserves a big thank you 

for keeping us focused on the goal. 

Lastly, on Monday, August 16, 

eleven UUCR volunteers collected 

food and funds at the entrance to the 

County Fair. Participants were Ken 

Sandin, Dick Gilbert, Elaine 

Perino, Dolores Barnes, Christie 

Shannon, Steve Eckstrand, Mary 

Lanigan, Jon Landenburger, 

Martine Palmiter, and Natalie and 

Chuck Fenimore. For the full week 

the effort collected more than $2,100 

and 1,200 pounds of food.  More 

importantly, we were able to raise 

awareness about the important 

services Manna provides to residents 

in our community. 
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SHARING THE MINISTRY 

Socrates Café 

by Ken Sandin 

 

One of UUCR's longest-running programs, Socrates 

Café Rockville, meets the fourth Saturday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m.  We discuss philosophical and 

ethical questions that the participants suggest and 

then select democratically.  

Since joining Meetup.com in spring 2010, we have 

many new members from Montgomery County and 

D.C.  We hope to see you on September 25, too; 

you will enrich us. 

UUCRõs Annual Activities Fair    

by Marie Reed 

 

Sunday, September 26, after church, is your chance 

to find out about the wonderful activities at UUCR.   

 Is music your passion?  Find out about the 

Music Committee, choir and benefit concerts! 

 Do you enjoy a cozy dinner with friends?  

Dinners for 8 may be for you! 

 Want to share your handyperson skills?  The 

Power Tool Gang wants to talk to you! 

 Have a gift for balancing budgets?  You‘ve got 

to meet the Finance Committee! 

 Want to develop your leadership skills?  This is 

definitely the place! 

UUCR committees, activities, and social groups 

will be on hand to help you find the you in UUCR.    

You also might find some yummy finger food at the 

various tables to snack on! 

Rockville Art League Show - 

August-September 

by Laura Huff 

 

The Rockville Art League is 

pleased to present a sample 

show of members' work at UUCR from 

August 1 through September 12. The 

League has been promoting the 

development of fine arts within its 

membership and the community since 

1957. It offers professionals, amateurs 

and art lovers alike the opportunity to 

connect with over 200 talented artists. 

RAL champions the fine arts in Rockville 

through education, community outreach, 

lectures and professional training 

seminars. 

RAL activities include juried semi-annual 

Members' Exhibits at the Glenview 

Mansion Art Gallery. The walk-throughs 

with the judge and the opening receptions 

at these events are always well attended. 

Cash awards for the winners and the 

opportunity to have one's art featured on 

the RAL website, as well as on show 

postcards and city posters, are other 

popular benefits. Monthly meetings are 

held from September to June. Art lovers 

are encouraged to meet and network with 

other artists and guest speakers, exchange 

information and improve artistic skills. 

Meeting topics range from hands-on art 

demonstrations to critiques to lectures 

and workshops on the business of art. 

We are proud that UUCR‘s Liliane Blom 

is the president of the Rockville Art 

League.  For questions about the 

organization, call her at 301-518-5312. 

Or visit the website at 

www.rockvilleartleague.org. Also, look 

up RAL on Facebook. 

http://www.rockvilleartleague.org
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CHURCH WORKS 

This Yearõs Committee Budgets 

by Kent Hancock, Finance Committee Chair 

 

Church committee budgets must be approved 

annually by the Board and, depending upon 

funding availability, often change.  This year‘s 

committee budgets (from July 1, 2010 to June 

30, 2011) total $37,430.   Overall, the church 

budget has fallen about $27,000 (to $650,900) 

due to our more difficult economic times.    

 

Committee chairs, if you have any questions on 

your budgets, email Kent Hancock at 

kghancock@gmail.com.  Please monitor your 

budgets carefully and remember to submit your 

expense vouchers as soon as possible after 

expenditures, preferably within a week or two.    

 

 

 

Committee Board Budget 

Adult RE $375 

Board  – General 800 

Board – Training 1,200 

Caring  200 

Child Care 600 

Children‘s Worship 500 

Church Council 400 

Committee on Ministry 800 

Comprehensive Planning  100 

Craft Group 100 

Decorations 200 

Hospitality 1,170 

Membership 2,000 

Music 3,900 

Partner Church 600 

Planned Giving 500 

Pledge Drive 1.900 

Potluck 0 

Publicity 3,000 

Quilters 250 

Religious Education 5.050 

Social Justice 11,000 

Sound  160 

Worship 2,625 

Total Funding $37,430 

mailto:kghancock@gmail.com
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From the Editors . . .  
 

When writing your article for Quest, please:  

(1) give it a title/headline;  

(2) include your name, telephone number and email address;  

(3) write in simple, clear sentences;  

(4) keep your article brief, no more than about 250 words;  

(5) use Times New Roman, 12; set your page layout as Format: 

Paragraph: Line Spacing Before and After at 0; Line Spacing at Single. If you wish to have 

a special format for your article, so indicate in a note at the beginning of the article; 

(6) the subject line of your email should include the words  For Quest  and the title of your article 

so that we know it is an article. 

 

For more detailed instructions, please see UUCR‘s website: http://uucr.org/quest.php 

Coordinated by Ethel Gilbert and the Caring Committee 

 

We will celebrate the life of Mead Karras at a memorial service at UUCR on Friday, September 

10, at 4:00 p.m.  There will be a catered reception after the service.  Mead, a long-time member of 

UUCR, sang in the choir and served on the Board of Trustees.  She also served with the American 

Red Cross during and after World War II.   

 

We extend our condolences to David and Deborah Kahn and their family upon the death of 

David‘s stepfather, Ira Litman, on August 19.   

 

Glenn Griffin, who is with the State Department, will depart soon after Labor Day for a one year 

tour of duty at the U.S. Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan.  He expects to be able to come home for 

short visits a couple of times during the year.  Glenn says, "Thanks to all at UUCR for your many 

ministries that have touched my life in the past few years."   Please keep Glenn and his family in 

your thoughts as he makes this journey.   

 

Please contact Ethel Gilbert with any joys, concerns or accomplishments you‘d like to share in this 

column.    

 

THINKING OF YOU 

http://uucr.org/quest.php
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Our Vision 

The vision of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Rockville is to bring progressive 

religion to our community and beyond through words, acts, and invitation; to grow as a 

healthy vibrant congregation that embraces a diversity of people and ideas; and to create 

a center for intellectual, spiritual, and creative exploration. 

 

Our Mission 

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Rockville provides a liberal religious home in 

Montgomery County, welcoming all who share our journey to seek truth, meaning, 

fellowship, and wholeness with open hearts and minds.  Using Unitarian Universalist 

values as our guide, we strive to:  

 Nurture intellectual, spiritual, and creative growth; 

 Transform belief into action; 

 Inspire insight and a sense of wonder through worship and religious education; 

 Engage in social justice, community service, and global outreach. 
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